My Lord and My God
An Easter Assembly Presentation for Primary Schools on the Resurrection by Adam Jolliffe.

Aim:


To teach that Jesus is LORD and God, because did the impossible and rose from the dead.  We should therefore believe in Jesus, depend upon him and obey him.

Introduction:

(Talk about a situation which was impossible.  

Perhaps show a video of a daredevil trying to achieve an impossible feat, and succeeding.  

Or do an apparently impossible magic trick (eg. Healed and Sealed Coke, Vanishing Coke bottle or Chinese Pom Pom Sticks))

I guess, impossible things can happen.

On the first Easter, something impossible happened.  

And a man called Thomas found it very hard to believe.

Bible reading
This Bible reading is from John, chapter 20.  


It tells us what happened the night that Jesus rose from the dead.
On Sunday night Jesus’ disciples were in a room.

The door was locked. 

Suddenly, Jesus appeared right in the middle of them! 

Jesus greeted them.  

Then Jesus showed them his hands and his side. 

When they saw the Lord, they became very happy!

Now, Thomas wasn't with the disciples when Jesus appeared to them. 

So they all told Thomas, "We have seen the Lord!" 

But Thomas said, 

"First, I must see the nail scars in his hands and touch them with my finger. I must put my hand where the spear went into his side. I won't believe unless I do this!" 

One week later the disciples were together again, but this time, Thomas was with them. 

Again, Jesus came in while the doors were still locked.  

He stood in the middle of the group. 
Jesus greeted his disciples.  

Then Jesus said to Thomas, 

"Put your finger here and look at my hands! 

Put your hand into my side. Stop doubting and have faith!"

Thomas replied, "You are my Lord and my God!" 

Presentation:
Chalk Sketch on one page, and power point slides

This is the story of a man who needed to see things for himself.


Thomas was one of Jesus’ twelve disciples.  
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(Power point slide 1)


Thomas was there when Jesus was arrested. 

He was there when Jesus was nailed to a cross, 
(draw nails in hand)
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He saw Jesus die.  


He saw Roman soldiers poke a spear into Jesus side just to make sure.  Thomas was there when Jesus was buried.
Jesus died one Friday.  His body was buried in a tomb.  
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(Power point slide 2)

Yet, on Sunday evening, the other disciples ran up to Thomas: 
excited, happy, shouting important news: 
“We’ve seen him Thomas!”

(Irish)
“The Lord Jesus!”  


(Eng)
“He’s alive!”  



(draw “He’s alive!”)
“Guys, that’s not funny!”  Thomas said.  

“We’re not playing tricks on you Thomas.  
We saw him.  
You see, we were all together, just an hour ago, in this room, and the door was shut.  
And locked!  



(draw locked door)
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(Power point slide 3)

Then suddenly, Jesus was with us!
We were scared out of our minds.  

Jesus said ‘Peace be with you.’ Just like that!”

Thomas looked at his friends.  He didn’t believe one word of what they were saying.  They’d all gone mad.  Thomas had seen Jesus die.  Jesus was dead and buried.  
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(Power point slide 4)

“You said the door was locked,” said Thomas.
“It was!  We scared of the men who killed Jesus.”

Thomas asked, “Well if the door was locked, how did Jesus get in?”
“We don’t know, but he was there!”
(Scottish)
“Maybe it was one of you clowns dressed up to look like Jesus.”
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(Power point slide 5)

“Couldn’t have been.  He showed us his hands – the nail holes, the spear hole in his side.  It was Jesus all right.”

“Well, maybe it was Jesus’ ghost.”

“That’s what we thought Thomas!  But Jesus asked us to touch him, then he ate some fish!  Ghosts don’t eat fish Thomas.”
“Come on guys, that’s enough!” shouted Thomas.  “What do you think I am - stupid!  Knock it off!”

“He is alive Thomas.  We’re not fooling.  You know as well as we do that his body has disappeared.”

[image: image7.jpg]



(Power point slide 6)

“Look.  Unless I see the nail marks in his hands with my eyes, and touch them with my hands, and put my hand into his side where the spear went in, I will not believe it.”


Thomas knew that impossible things can’t happen.

He expected his friends would stop fooling with him.
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(Power point slide 7)

But one week later they were as maddening as ever.

And it was really getting to him.

He was with them all, in the same locked room, and they were still:

· Smiling happily, 
· Talking as if Jesus were going to walk through the door any second,
· Looking at Thomas as though he was the silly one
Thomas couldn’t bear it.  
He was still very upset.  Jesus had been killed.
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(Power point slide 8)

(Draw Jesus – head and shoulders)
Suddenly, just as before, Jesus came and stood among them.
“Peace be with you!” he said.

Thomas stared.  The others turned and bowed before the Lord.

Jesus turned to Thomas.

Thomas could hardly believe it.  The man before him was standing, breathing and speaking.  Yet Thomas had seen him die.
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(Power point slide 9)

(Draw Jesus’ hand with nail scar)
 “Thomas, put your finger here – see my hands?”

Thomas saw his outstretched hands.  A large hole went through each one where the nails had gone through.
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(Power point slide 10)

 “Thomas, reach out your hand and put it into my side.  Stop doubting.  Start believing.”
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(Power point slide 11)

Thomas knelt down, 


ashamed – he had not believed, 

relieved  - Jesus was alive,

most of all - amazed.  
Who was this man standing before him?  Thomas said to Jesus,
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(Power point slide 12) 
“My Lord and my God.”
(sketch “believe”)
Jesus answered, “God has blessed you because you have seen me and have believed.”

“But those who have not seen me and yet have believed – they are really blessed.” 
The amazing things about Jesus are written in the Bible so that we will also believe that he is the Lord who saves. 

So what about you?  This Easter, will you believe?


Do you believe in Jesus, yourself?


(Blank Screen)
Prayers:
Infants

Dear God,


This Easter, we thank you 

That Jesus died to save us;

That Jesus’ body was buried; and 

That you raised Jesus to life again.


Jesus is Lord and God.

Help us to trust in Jesus,

And help us to obey him.


Amen.

Years 3-6, or K-6

Our Father in heaven,


This Easter, we stop to thank you

That Jesus died to save us from our sins;

That Jesus’ body was buried;

That you did the impossible and raised Jesus to life; and

How Jesus appeared to the disciples.


Jesus is Lord and God.


So 

Help us to trust in him, and be forgiven;

Help us to obey him, our Lord and our God;

Help us to depend on him, so that we may have life in his name.


Amen.
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