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TOUCHING ON PRAXIS 
 
More response was forthcoming from e-zine #5 than any previous edition.  
Most of the contact was from missionaries who identified with the needs 
referred to in the article, and some of them described times when they 
desperately needed the help of their church during their preparation for 
departure.  Let’s continue this theme of pastoral care and consider the 
role of the local church while the missionary is away from their church 
at their ministry location. 
 
Epaphroditus has had more than one mention in previous e-zines, but once 
again his story provides us with something to consider.  In writing to 
the Philippians, Paul describes him as “your messenger, whom you sent to 
take care of my needs’(2:25).  Please note that this was not just an 
individual in the church deciding to use his annual holiday to go and see 
how Paul was doing.  Paul specifically indicates that Epaphroditus was 
SENT by the church – this was the church at work, providing care for the 
one they supported through finance and prayer.  The ministry nature of 
what Epaphroditus did is further underlined by Paul when he describes it 
as “the work of Christ”(2:30).  The journey Epaphroditus made to visit 
Paul was not massive if measured in kilometres, but it was very demanding 
when measured by other criteria.  The situation is vastly different 
today, with international travel being so much easier in every way.  So 
we need to consider the possibility of the local church sending a pastor 
or other church representative to visit the missionary they are 
supporting in order to provide appropriate pastoral care. 
 
One only has to read the last few verses of Paul’s letters to realise 
that there was a constant flow of information between Paul and these 
local churches.  As a consequence, Paul was assured that the churches 
remembered him, were concerned for his needs and saw his work as 
valuable.  The modern missionary, serving far from his home and his local 
church, has need of these same assurances.  A letter, a phone call, an 
email, is not just a means of sending information, but a way of saying to 
the missionary “you are not forgotten.”  The assurance of not being 
forgotten is something every missionary desperately needs to receive – it 
is an aspect of pastoral care that can be exercised by the home church.  
So let’s ask the question, is every missionary your church supports 
assured that they are remembered?  If there is any doubt, then what steps 
can be taken to be certain they are reassured concerning this? 
 
In a similar way, we need to be absolutely certain that our missionaries 
know that we are concerned for their needs and that we see their work as 
valuable.  The latter point obviously raises the question of what to do 
if we don’t think their work is valuable, but that is an issue better 
dealt with under the topic of local church and mission relationships 
rather than here. 
 



The pastoral care of a missionary at their place of service is not 
something that can be left to the mission agency or team of which they 
are part.  The missionary remains part of their home church, a fact that 
it reiterated often in commissioning services, and so a pastoral care 
responsibility also remains with that church.  In turn, the members need 
to understand that letters or emails are not written to missionaries 
simply because they are far away, but in order to meet genuine pastoral 
care needs.  The people need to understand the ‘why’ of staying in touch 
and not just the ‘how’.  They can be involved in ministering to their 
missionary, which is yet another way that the mission program of a church 
contributes to the growth of all its members by teaching them to 
(actively) love and care for one another. 
 
IDEAS TO IMPLEMENT 
 
Developing the pastoral care idea, one church provides on a quarterly 
basis an opportunity for its members to be involved.  Stressing the ‘you 
are remembered and loved’ aspect, they ask those attending the services 
on a particular Sunday to be involved in that quarter’s project.  On one 
occasion they had tables set up in the church foyer with a clipboard for 
each missionary holding paper on which the people could write a brief 
note.  Another possibility would be to put a large piece of cardboard on 
the wall and ask people to scribble a message on it.  Or have sheets of 
coloured adhesive labels, and each person writes a note and their name on 
a label and sticks it on the cardboard to make a colourful pattern.  
Carefully folded or rolled, it could be something the missionary would 
probably end up sharing with others – “see how they remember us.”  A 
missionary family with small children opens up endless possibilities, 
such as a weekly roster where church folk sign up to send some stickers 
or something small to the kids.  Not only will they enjoy buying and 
sending the items, but they will also remember to pray for the missionary 
family.  If the missionaries are isolated and it is a non-English 
speaking country, remember that you might be their only source of English 
literature, including the occasional novel to relax with.  “Look, they 
understand our need.” 
 
NEWS OF RESOURCES 
 
A significant number of the recipients of this ezine are in Sydney, so 
let me mention a meeting for pastors with Patrick Johnstone, the author 
of Operation World.  Mission in the local church would advance 
significantly if more of our ministers had a global perspective, so 
encouraging them to attend this meeting would help in that direction.  It 
is a lunch meeting at 12.30 on Monday, March 11, at St Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Carlingford.  If you would like a printed invitation to hand to 
your minister or any other church staff, just request one or more on 9747 
5577.  There will also be a public meeting in Wollongong on Friday, March 
8 – details from Rev Sam Reeve at Wollongong Baptist Church. 
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